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chapter one

Going from brief to no brief seemed a
bit scary at first. I have always been more
comfortable working on briefs that are
specific and are just problems looking for
a solution. But, I’m also very passionate
about designing for fun and for something
that you are really interested in, without any
limits.
So I went into this unknown in that time
project with a positive mind and clear from
any other briefs I did before. It’s hard to
start when you have absolutely nothing. I
found myself trying to think of interesting
topics and areas I could look into like
desire/addiction, but most of the things I
thought of weren’t really me. It felt forced in
a way and I kept forgetting the things that
I truly like.
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MAMA TOLD ME NOT TO TRY
I SHOULD’VE TAKEN HER ADVICE
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‘Void’ by The Neighbourhood
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areas I was
interested in
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One of my dreams is to work in the fashion
industry whether that would be working at
a fashion magazine or a brand. And so
I noticed that no one can really tell that
based on my portfolio as I didn’t have any
projects that show that I’m so interested in
fashion. After that realization, I decided to
look into that area to see what I could do.
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I then had to clear my mind again and start
from the beginning. I started thinking about
the things that I love doing and I even
thought of my career goals, an area within
graphic design that I would like to work in.
My portfolio was one of the things I referred
to. I wanted to make sure that what I was
about to get myself into was something I
didn’t already have.
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Three words came to my mind
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art
fashion
museums
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and I started from that.
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MET gala

Trying to combine all areas in one, the
first thing I thought of was the annual MET
gala.

Provocateur
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MET gala, Vogue
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Founder: Eleanor Lambert
Location: Metropolitan Museum of Art
Organizer: Vogue

chapter one

Provocateur

The Met Gala, formally called the Costume
Institute Gala and also known as the Met
Ball, is an annual fundraising gala for the
benefit of the Metropolitan Museum of
Art’s Costume Institute in New York City. It
marks the grand opening of the Costume
Institute’s annual fashion exhibit. Each
year’s event celebrates the theme of that
year’s Costume Institute exhibition, and the
exhibition sets the tone for the formal dress
of the night, since guests are expected to
choose their fashion to match the theme of
the exhibit.
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As part of my research, I looked at the
previous MET gala themes to get some
inspiration. At that time I also found that the
theme for 2019 had been announced so I
decided to find out more about that too.
The theme for 2019 was “Camp: Notes
on Fashion”. A very broad theme that
would have quite extravagant pieces in the
exhibition. Andrew Bolton, the curator of
the Costume Institute, framed the exhibition
around Susan Sontag’s seminal 1964
essay Notes on ‘Camp’, which posited
different ways in which the concept could
be construed.
To understand the theme more I wanted
to read Susan’s essay and I found it very
interesting. But, I still didn’t know where I
could take this and base a project on that.
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2019
“Camp: Notes on Fashion”
			
2018
“Heavenly Bodies: Fashion and
the Catholic Imagination”
		
2017

“Rei Kawakubo/Comme des Garçons:

Art of the In-Between”
		
2016

“Manus x Machina: Fashion in

2014
...

“Charles James: Beyond Fashion”
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an Age of Technology”
		
2015
“China: Through the Looking Glass”
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Provocateur

visiting
museums
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I always enjoy visiting museums, especially
at the beginning of projects. I find it very
inspiring and also motivating to create
something new.

Sculptures are one of the things I love
seeing and observing at museums. All of
them have so many details and just the fact
that they were made by hand seems mad
to me.
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I chose to visit the V&A Museum and
a museum that I hadn’t visited before
the British Museum. Two quite different
museums but I did get something from
both.
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nude
sculptures

Diving into the area of fashion and
clothing, I decided to go back in time to
find what people were wearing. Some of
the questions I was looking for answers to
were:
What were they wearing?
What had to be covered?
Views the people had back then.
Reasons they wore what they wore?
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Something that I noticed in both museums
was the number of sculptures of people
that were barely covered with clothing or
were completely nude. It created so many
questions in my head.
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It is something that we don’t see happening
these days and that made me ask myself:
why?
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highlights
in history
1890s
Ankles and table legs
are out.

1998s
An Italian judge let’s a
rapist walk free because
his victim wore tight jeans.
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200BC
Married women are made to
dress differently.

1550s
“Thick waists” are banned
from courts in France.

1942s
WW2 rationing brings
about restrictions on
women’s clothing.
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1500BC
Breasts are everywhere
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moodboard
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To put all of my thoughts and small finds
down I created a moodboard to document
everything I had so far.

Some of the areas I very shortly went
through were how French people dress and
how women like to go braless, swimwear
compared to underwear, cultures/religions
and layers of clothing as well as typical
assumptions based on looks.
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While doing that I noticed that a was
seeing the word ‘PROVOCATEUR’ a lot
so I thought I would use it as a title for my
project as it perfectly describes the issue.
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Provocateur

26

a person who
deliberately behaves
controversially in
order to provoke
argument or other
strong reactions
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fashion
today
There are a lot of differences in fashion
between now and the past. Some things do
come back from previous eras but there is
definitely a hint of modernism to everything.
Pieces that are popular again are also
adapting to this new age and while they are
borrowed they are also something new.
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A piece that’s brought from the olden days
is the corset. But today people are not
wearing them the same way or for the same
reason.
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With their online presence and the
exposure they get, they have the power to
inspire people and affect their judgement
on things. That’s how trends are being set
and the reason why the weirdest but also
the coolest things ever happened in fashion
are back.
But, what else affects the way people dress?
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There are certain people that are
responsible for anything that is coming
back. Classic trendsetters like fashion
designers and models but also new ones
like celebrities and influencers.

designers
models
celebrities
influencers
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how
people
dress
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body
confidence
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It is very interesting how your body will
also affect your decisions when it comes
to dressing up yourself. There are so
many things to consider. Certain pieces of
clothing won’t suit everyone’s body shape.

One of them would be simply based on the
sense of style and aesthetic someone has.
Although there are people who are not that
bothered about what they wear.

But, there’s also the other factor which
is how someone feels about their body.
People will wear or not wear things
because of their low body confidence.
Their choice of clothing will be for the
purpose of hiding their imperfections.
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The way someone dresses could depend on
various reasons.
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Provocateur

“extreme” looks
& public views

It is extremely unfair when people assume
or say things like ‘she’s asking for it’ for
someone that is just doing their thing and
wearing what they want because they like it.
We live in a very sexualised culture and
things are taken the wrong way easily. But
then again, everyone has the right to think
what they want. What is not right is allowing
an assumption affect how you will end up
treating someone.
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When someone is bold enough to go for a
so-called extreme or very different look they
are also in a way prepared for any reaction.
There could be a lot of things someone
could say about them but they somehow
choose to block it out.
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People are also considering how the public
will react to what they are wearing and how
they will judge them based on it.
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what can be
changed?
how?
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But, why would someone have to consider
another human being’s reaction to wear
something that they want?

And why are people that bothered to
judge someone by their look without even
knowing them?

Is it actually possible to make someone’s
judgement not be affected by looks?
Is there a way to make people change their
views?
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Shouldn’t everyone wear what they want
regardless?

realistic?

a modern
manifesto

chapter two
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This is a tricky subject, with a lot of
background and many changes that were
made throughout the years. Changes that
were made after a number of campaigns,
movements and strong public actions.
So how can I, through design make a
difference?
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focusing on
personal views
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research
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To continue my research on the subject, I
looked more into social media to see if any
public figures are discussing the topic.

music
While doing that I was also listening to
songs with lyrics around the theme and
read a bit more about what inspired the
artists to write them and what they mean
for them.
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social
media
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chapter three
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Provocateur

booklets
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Each booklet is about a different area of
‘Provocateur’ and shows how someone can
be called a provocateur if they do certain
things. All of them are focusing on clothing
and how it is worn and shown through
photography.
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To get the making flow going I decided
to make a series of booklets to showcase
some of my findings and conclusions.
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Provocateur

generating
photography

53

A project presentation was coming up so I
decided to start getting more visual with my
ideas and start taking pictures that relate to
the theme.

For the photography, I experimented with
light and movement. I used a silk dress to
capture the fabric and the outcomes were
very interesting.
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Silk felt like a fabric that would represent
the subject very well, mostly because
of its use in ‘provocative’ clothing. It is
considered a sexy/sensual fabric usually
used for lingerie also like lace.
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final
outcome
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magazines

In terms of an outcome, I felt like I had a
lot of options but at the same time not that
many. I could make anything but would that
be able to make a change in any way?

In those magazines, people would actually
be able to contribute and share their views
and stories. There could be very interesting
photography and editorial concepts and
people would be able to purchase them
at the end.
So I had that as an option and continued
with some more ideas.
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After I finished designing the series of
booklets, I thought that that could turn into
a series of magazines.
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book
Taking the publication theme I also
thought about creating an individual book
where people could share their views. A
collection of stories and photography from
different people that could be considered
provocateurs. That book could then inspire
people and create a better understanding
of how it really is to be a provocateur.

One questing was, how would the book
or magazines work if no one is aware of
them?
In this modern age, social media have a
huge impact. They are one of the ultimate
promotional tools and can be easily
created and shared worldwide.
This was definitely something I was
planning to do as I thought it would really
benefit the project and let more people
hear about it.
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exposure
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During the project presentation, I got to
get more feedback for what I had so far.
I found that very helpful as I got a few
different opinions which helped me rethink
about some things and start considering
other factors regarding what my final
outcomes would be.
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Provocateur

project
feedback
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Provocateur

‘Love myself’ by Olivia O’Brien
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I could do a lot of things but I didn’t
consider myself the appropriate person
to something more extreme. It’s a touchy
subject and there are people on both
sides with valid views and opinions. So I
wouldn’t feel comfortable saying to anyone
how they should be or how they should
think. Expressing and redefining what a
provocateur is through my eyes felt more
suited.

NOBODY CAN JUDGE ME
THE WAY THAT I JUDGE MYSELF
chapter three
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I decided that the best thing I could do was
a personal manifesto.
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manifesto
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The point is to express yourself and inspire
others and that’s what this manifesto is
about. Showing that someone does it and
you can do it too. What you wear and how
you wear is for you and it’s not anyone’s
business why you do it. It’s not you, it’s
them.

The photography will include 4 looks. Each
look will feature elements that could make
someone look like a provocateur. Such as
the fabric (silk, lace), not wearing a bra,
wearing nightwear/lingerie, showing skin,
avant-garde.
There will be both full body images and
close-ups to show more details.
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concept

photography
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four
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I knew I wanted to keep the pages mainly
visuals and maybe with a few quotes
around them. So the idea was to try and
redefine ‘provocateur’ and think of myself
at the same time. Things that I would want
to say to someone or for others to say
about a provocateur.

It all started with ‘COVER’, as I was
experimenting with how the cover would
look like. It became associated with the
theme in terms of something that someone
would say to a provocateur: ‘cover your
business lady’. ‘UNCOVER’ was also
suggested but it didn’t seem as fitting to
me.
I started playing with other similar words
and one of them was ‘EXPOSURE’. From
that, I thought of ‘EXPOSÉ’. It felt perfect as
the word means exposing the truth about
something and that was exactly what I was
about to do.
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Provocateur

provocateur
symbol
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Its application in the book gave it a more
unique and interesting touch as it was used
in different ways and turned into a pattern
as well.
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The book seemed a bit too plain and just
‘text-image-text-image’, so I thought of
designing a small symbol for ‘Provocateur’
and apply it throughout the book. I started
hand drawing a ‘P’ and slowly came up
with some cool designs for the symbol.
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website

77

There will also be a section to contact the
movement for potential contributions and
collaborations to create content for the
Instagram page and magazines.
The page is under my personal website at:
www.kypkat.com/provocateur
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While working on the manifesto I was also
working on creating a page within my
website that would give more details about
the project. A way to gather everything
relating to it that would be easily accessed.
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Along with the website, I created an
Instagram account dedicated to this
movement to grow the audience and the
supporters of the movement. It will mostly
act for inspiration and like the website, it
will also be a place for people to get in
touch and create content.
The name of the page is:
@provoc.ateur
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Provocateur

instagram
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what’s
next
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I’m planning to give it a go and work on
it more after submission so nothing stops
here.

chapter one

Provocateur

The movement can continue and I feel
like by getting other people involved and
promoting it through social media, we can
really start talking about this more. Find
common ground and create understanding
from all sides. Creating promotional
posters is also one of my next steps.
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This project is definitely one of my favourite
ones I did during my time at uni. I got to
research and work on something that I’m
very interested and passionate about. I did
feel stuck and confused at some points but
I’m glad I kept my motivation and never
stopped.

Provocateur

I’m very happy with the outcomes I have
but, as a perfectionist, I sometimes question
whether I should keep going/make
changes/change route. I believe things can
always be improved and I’m planning to do
that in the future. I’m pleased and confident
with what I managed to come up with and
that’s only the beginning.
As this was my last uni project it also feels a
bit sad but I know better and bigger things
are coming. I will be looking back at my
uni years with nostalgia and always a smile.
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a big
THANK
YOU

To all the tutors I had during the last 3
years. I’ll be forever grateful for all the
support, feedback and advice I have
received from them.
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